The AIDS epidemic: caring for caregivers.
AIDS has become a global health problem for individuals, families and health care providers. This disease has a tremendous impact on the physical and psychological well-being of these groups. Nurses are on the front line providing physical care and support for these patients and their families; but nurses also need support and caring as they carry out their important nursing roles. This article addresses the effects of AIDS on nurses and presents a model for nursing administrators to establish and maintain a supportive, caring environment for nurses.